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FTE R the ſtricteſt Friend- 
Ai ſhip and Unanimity, for 
more than twenty Years, 
our late Separation gives 
me the deepeſt Concern, Had the 
Point, upon which we divide, appear'd 
_ — in 
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in the leaff d doubtful, or your Retire- 
ment, at -rhis Jundture, an indiffe- 
rent Matter, 1 ſhould eaſily have 


peilded to the Importunity and Ex- 


ample of Friends, whom I greatly 
hbonour. But in a Caſe ſo very clear 

to my Apprehenſion, tis impoſſible 
for an honeſt Man not to'pay a Re- 
gard to the _— Senſe of his own 


Mind. 


'o Juſtiſy my Behaviour, to my 
Conſtituents and my Country; and if 
P to prevail with Gentlemen, 
o reconſider the Tendency of this 
extraordinary Conduct, before it is 
too late, were the e with 
me to give you this publick Trouble. 


A Seat in Parliament is a Truſt of 
fiieh Importance; great Privileges are 
annexed to it, upon a ſuppoſed Diſ- 
charge of that Truſt by a regular At- 
tendance upon publick Buſineſs. Se- 


veral excellent Diſſertations, with great 


Beauty 


L 
- 4 


">< 


(31 - 
Beauty and Strength of Reaſon, have 
been occaſionally publiſh d, in one of 


the Weekly Papers, to ſhow the Ob- 


ligations upon every Member, to at- 
tend duly, tho' the Succeſs froma his 
Preſence ſhould not be anſwerable 49 


his Juſt Wiſhes. .. 


Beſides the 7s Wo of the Hons 
for a regular Attendance, .the 14 
itſelf, 6 Hen. VIII. Cap. 16. (which 


well Jaſorves the Attention of every 


Member of the Leg giſlature) has en- 


deck 4 That none of the Knights, 


2 


Citizens, Burgeſſes and Barons, nor 
« any of 1 that hereaſter {hall 
be elected to come or be in any 
Parliament, do depart from the ſaid 


A A 


c 


Parliament, or abſent himſelf from 


« the ſame, till the ſaid Parliament be 
« fully finiſhed, ended or prorogued, 
except. he or they ſo departing 
% have Licence of the Speaker and 


c Commons in the faid Parliament 
C 


Q 


0 
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aſſembled ; and the ſame Licence I 


r 
& be enter d of Record in the Book 
25 of the Clerk Ss the Parliament. 


Nor can any thing be more rea- 


ſonable, than for a Man, who has un- 
4 Rerten a ſolemn Truſt, and charged 


himſelf with the Interés ef hit Con! 
ſtituents and his Country, to attend 
that Buſineſs, which perhaps at his 
own Solicitation has been entruſted 
to him. No Excuſe can poſſibly ariſe 
from the Non-attendance of ſome, or 
a ſuppoſed irregular Influence upon 
others ; it is ſtill incumbent upon me 
to perform my Duty, and honeſtly 
diſcharge a high Truſt, which I have 
voluntarily TN, without Ex- 
ception or Reſerve; for the whole 


Continuance of the Parliament; during 
which Time it is impoſſible er my 


Conſtituents to chooſe another Re- 
preſentative, or, "which is the ſame, 


appoint another Ttuſtee. Under this 


Conviction I have endeavour'd to diſ- 


hae my — in a conſtant and re- 
; gular 


r % ͤ—öꝗiU— III 
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gular Attendance for many Years, and 
by ſupporting or oppoling every Mes” 


ſure as it appear d conducive or pre- 


judicial to the Publick Good. 


You, Sir, well know chat upon many 
Occaſions; when: we have not enjoy'd 
the Heut of carrying a Point, yet 
this Loſs has been amply repaid by 
the juſt Satisfaction ariſing from good 
1 ; and we have often pleaſed 
ourſelves with reflecting, that tho' Mat- 
ters have not, in every Inſtance, ſuc- 
ceeded to our Wiſhes, yet much worſe 
Meaſures might poſſibly have been 
purſued, were there fewer Eyes to 
obſerve, or leſs Probability that Num- 
bers would be ready to object and op- 
poſe. Lord Clarendon confirms theſe 
Sentiments by a melancholy Inſtance, 
when many Members, in 1641, with- 
drew. from the Houſe, apprehending 
the Buſineſs of the Seſſion over. 
« This, ſays he, was the Advantage 
# looked for. Thoſe, to whoſe Care 

48 ws and 
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« and Managery the whole Reforma- 
« tion was committed, now enter'd 
« upon the higheſt Matters, both in 
| « Church and State, and made At- 

i © tempts and Entries upon thoſe Re- 
[ ec galities and Foundations, which 
. have ſince been more evident in 

& wider and more notorious Breaches. 


A late Event, upon which your 
Determination to retire is founded, 
very ſtrongly confirms me in the 
f contrary Reſolution. I have met with 
too many Diſappointments to be ex- | 
treamly ſanguine in any ExpeQations; © 
I cannot however but obſerve, that * 
an Oppoſition, weak and feeble in 
its Infancy, that could ſcarce creep 
up to one hundred, has now by 
gradual Increaſes advanced itſelf to N 
above two hundred and thirty. Is 
ſach a laudable Minority, ſtrength- 
ened by Perſons of Wn Rank, Ita: 
tion and Fortune ; n Oppoſition, 
had has aQually proved ſucceſsful in 
ſeveral 


* 
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* ſeveral other Inſtances, beſides the 
'Þ © memorable Exciſe, and the Ad for 
| Freedom of Elefims; an Oppoſi- 
tion, that, to ſay the leaſt, has been 

= greatly inſt rumental in procuring De- 
\ | Cclarations of the higheſt Authority 
and Weight in Support of our Rights, 
8 Pioſſeſſions and Freedom of Naviga- 
s tion in America; is this increaſing 
Oppoſition, hitherto carried on with 
© inviting Succeſs ; is this juſt and legal 
„ © Meaſure at once to be given up, for 
s Proje& wild and illegal, full of 
Novelty and big with Miſchief.? From 
| * whence muſt 2 faireſt, the moſt 
conſtitutional and ſafeſt Proſpect of 
Succeſs ariſe? Has not the regular, 
parliamentary Conteſt found many 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, who have 
= quitted valuable Employments, and 
1 increaſed it's Friends with great Dig- 
11 1 nity and Weight? And ſhall we now, 
S * 2 Period when it is leaſt neceſſary, 
- 2 and moſt inconvenient, have recourſe 
* * to o che moſt dangerous of all Experi- 

133 ments, 
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ments, throw the Kingdom into Do- 
mäſtiek Confuſion; and, at the moſt 


unſeaſonable Juncture, perhaps plunge 
our Country in all the Calamities of 
a Civil War? Here moſt probably the 


fatal Step muſt lead. Tis ſcarce poſ- 


ſible, without a Miracle, it ſhould, 
if perſiſted in, have any other Iſſue. 


The Provocations run high upon 
one Side, when it is aſſerted, that 
Trath and Juſtice are fled ; that their 
laſt Votaries quit the corrupted, nox- 
ious Place, where all is Venal, Faction 


prevails, and honeſt Men ſhould be 


aſhamed to ſhew their Faces. No Hopes, 


no Proſpe& to ſerve their Country, no 


Views of doing Right to an injured 


Nation ; legal * parliamentary En- 
1 are ineffectual, very different 


Methods muſt be attempted, the Peo- 


ple muſt now fave themſelves. 


This muſt be the 1 In- 


terptetation of a Reſolution to deſert 
that 


e 


T5) 


- F. that Station, in which the Voice of : 


t | their Country has placed Gentlemen, 
« and the Service of their Country re- 
f WM quires. their Continuance.. Such a 
s SGeeceſſion ſufficiently ſpeaks its own 
J. Meaning, had it received no direct 
Il, Interpretation, and were not attended 
© ; with ſome explanatory Circumſtances, 
+ eſpecially from the avowed Deſigns 
> | and Wiſhes of ſeveral Gentlemen, 
t under a facetious Leader, extreamly 
ir open and explicit, who are among 
i» the foremoſt to concur in this hazar- 
dous Meaſure. 

x 3 5 
s, Gentlemen cannot excuſe to their 
0 COonſtituents a notorious Breach of 
d MR Truft in deſerting their Duty, with- 
= Mo out declaring to theſe Conſtituents, 
nt and to the whole World, that in their 
o Opinion the Freedom. of a certain 


= Aſſembly 1 is at an End, the Conſtitu- 
tion deſtroyed, 85 and Govern- 
ment ſubverted, and Faction only 


prevails ; and 15 theſe great Evils are 
C to 


"(8 ) 
to be remedied, the Cure muſt be 


_ effected by other Methods than free 
Debate and publick Voting. 


Much leſs Penetration than falls to 
the Share of the honourable Perſon 
deſervedly placed at the Head of this 
Project, or thoſe join d with him; 
much leſs Penetration is ſufficient to 
diſcern the natural Effects of ſuch 
(more than) Inſinuations among the 
People. Tho' the Parents of this 
Scheme were ſuppoſed to be ſilent, 
their Child ſpeaks loudly enough for 
itſelf : The Nation muſt underſtand 
the Meaning ; it is certainly deſigned 
they ſhould underſtand the Meaning ; 
ſufficient Care has been, and will be 
taken, to give a full Explanation. A 
Step ſo. extraordinary and illegal, is 
doing too much for wiſe Men not 
to do more. Proteſtations againſt 
plain Facts are generally intended to 
amuſe and deceive : but admit them, 
in the preſent Caſe, ſincere; People 

in 


E 
in ſuch Circumſtances, where one 
Thing leads to another, are una void- 
ably driven far beyond their firſt In- 
tentions: it is needleſs to mention 
the well-known fatal Progreſs in the 
laſt Century; I puſh this Matter no 
farther. . 


Tt is proper likewiſe to obſerve 
what 1s naturally to be expeQed from 
another Quarter. What new, what 
expenſive, and perhaps unconſtitutio- 
nal Remedies may be introduc'd, and 
apply'd to this new Diſorder; and 
theſe increaſing, as the Oppoſition to 
them increaſes! A Government muſt 
vindlicate itſelf, or fall under the 
Weight and Odium of the heavieſt 


Imputations. 


Your conſtant Zeal for the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion (whatever be the 
Caſe of ſome other Perſons) will give 
due Weight to every Conſideration, 
which affeQs that Intereſt fo impor- 

C4 tant 
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tant to the Safety of theſe Kingdoms. 


A Deſertion ſo unuſual, unavoidabl 

carries Imputations of a very high 
Nature, in the ſuppoſed - Subverſion 
of the Conſtitution, and Support of. 
a Faction; and muſt be open to thoſe 
hurtful Inferences, which I am as un- 
willing to explain, as ſome other Gen- 
tlemen have been to renounce and 

diſclaim. You, Sir, will eaſily feel 
the Weight of this Conſideration. 
And there 1s another Topic of the 
ſame kind, which I muſt likewiſe ſub- 
mit to your Thoughts. Tis an In- 
quiry of too high and delicate a Na- 
ture for me to examine, in what de- 
gree this Proceedure may tend to 
heighten Diviſions in a certain Fa- 
mily, which J barely mention, with- 
ont preſuming to dwell upon a Sub- 


Jet {0 difficult and ſo melancholy. 


But to leave theſe arduous 8 a 
18 it poſſible to imagine that e e 
armed with Power, and of great 


F ondne $ 
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Fondneſs for it, ſupported with all 
the Forms and Strength of Govern- 
ment, as well as by many of the No- 
bility and Gentry, whom it would 
be Injuſtice not to call Men of Cha- 
rater, Honour and Fortune? Is it 
poſſible, I fay, to imagine that Per- 
ſons thus in Power, will be ſilent and 
unactive, while thoſe, who have de- 

ſerted their Seation, are, by that 
Action at leaſt, perſuading the Na- 
tion, that a regular Government ſub- 
ſiſts no longer? Can it be imagin'd 
that ſuch Treatment will be ſubmitted 
to, without any Endeavours to pre- 
vent the bad Effects, or cenſure the 
Authors of it? But when and where 
muſt theſe inteſtine Struggles end 


Is a Situation like this ever deſire- 
able? Is it not leaſt of all to be wiſh'd 
for, at the preſent Juncture? A Junc- 
ture ſo very important, as ſhews the 
Enormity (I really think it fo) of the 
Step under Conſideration. 


A Con- 
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A Convention has been executed 
between Great- Britain and Spain. 

could by no means join in an Ad- 
fre of Thanks, which imply'd a 


publick Approbation of a Meaſure 
that was very far from anſwering 
the juſt Expectations of the King- 


dom; yet even this Convention, with 
reſpect to the Freedom of Naviga- 
tion, refers to the American Treaty 
of 1670. And for the Freedom of 
Navigation, Great-Britain needs no 


| better, can have no better Security, 
than ariſes from the Stipulations of 
that valaable Treaty, concluded when 
Spain from her Circumſtances was 


glad to make Conceſſions to England > 
So beneficial are theſe Conceſſions, 
7 o 2 vj . | 

tis no wonder if ſhe is now endea- 
vouring to extort them from us. By 
this Treaty our Right to navigate the 
whole American Seas is admitted, 
without any Limitation or Exception, 


Search or Examination, in as free and 


ample 


( 15 ) 
ample a Manner as the Spaniards can 
navigate thoſe Seas. The reciprocal 


Prohibition of Trade, in the reſpect- 


ive Dominions, 1s the only Reſtraint 


or Exception. Article the Sth, © The 


Subjects of Great Britain are not 
cc to navigate nor traffick in the Ha- 
« yens or Places, that are in Poſſeſſion 
« of the Catholick King in the ſaid 


« Tndies; neither are the Subjects of 


« the King of Spain to navigate or 
cc traffick in the Places poſſeſs d there- 
« in by the King of Great- Britain. 


And by the 14th Article of this Trea- 


ty it is thus benefically ſtipulated ; 
« PARTICULAR OFFENCES ſhall 
« no way be a Prejudice to this Trea- 


« ty, and cauſe no Enmities and Diſ- 


« fentions between the two Nations; 

« but EVERY ONE ſhall , ae 
« for what HE has done, and be 
« proſecuted for contravening it: 
« Neither ſhall the one have recourſe 
« to Letters of Repriſal, or any other 
« * Method of a like Nature, to ob- 


“ tain 
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“ tain Reparation for the Offence of 
the other, unleſs Juſtice be deny'd, 
or the unreaſonable Delays uſed, 
6“ in adminiſtring the ſame. 


In the follg ig Article it is de- 
clared, notwithſtanding the Reſerva- 
tion of the reſpective Rights of Sove- 
raignty in the American Seas, Streights 
or freſh Water, © That it is always to 
© be underſtood, that the Freedom 
Kot” Wavigation ought by no Man- 
ce ner of Means to be interrupted, 
“ when there is nothing committed 
© contrary to the true Senſe and 
ce Meaning of theſe Articles.” And 
nothing but actual Traffick in the 
Havens and Places in Poſſeſſion of 
the King of Spain, is contrary to the 
true Senſe and Meaning of theſe Ar- 
ticles; and, in that Caſe, the Remedy 
18 ſpecial and particular againſt the 
Particular Offender, and againſt him 
ONLY. Can Words be 1nore ex- 
preſs d, than the Declaration of the 


I 4th 


a 
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14th Article; PARTICULAR OF- 
"FENCES ſhall no way be a Prejudice 


to.this: Treaty; but EVERY ONE 
ſhall anſwer for what he has done, 


and be Proſecuted for contravening ? 


The King of Spain has reſtrain'd | 


himſelf by this Treaty from all general 
Methods of Seizure or of Search, 


which is an ANNOYANCE, and che 


fore expreſsly renounced by Article 


the 3d, as well as by the general 


Tenour of the Treaty. He can have 
no recourſe to any general Methods, 


to Letters of Repriſal, or any oh Y 
Methods of the like Nature. He 
may reſtrain, under the ſevereſt Pe- 
nalties, his own Subjects from In- 


viting WE Encouraging a Trade with 


Britiſh Veſſels, and ſeize a Ship when 


actually found trafficking in Havens 


and Places in the Poſſeſſion of the 
King of Spain; but can neither ſeize, 
arch, or ſo much as ſtop or A 


any . Britiſh Vellel, He is moſt 
D expreſsly 


expreſsly precluded Chon all general 
Methods of Interrupting our Com- 
merce. A free and undiſturb'd Na- 


vigation is our indiſputable Right by 


Treaty. Trade was carried on by 


Britiſh Subjects to the Spaniſh Do- 


minions in America long before this 
Treaty; and at the time of making 
it was the proper Seaſon: to conſider 


how it might poſſibly affect the Spa- 


niſo Revenue: The Treaty is long 


ſince made; and it is by much too 


late for Spain to object Inconveni- 


ences, or attempt to deprive Great- 
Brizain of the Advantages of this 
very plain and very beneficial Treaty. 
This Treaty, among others, is by the 
Convention made the Baſis of the 


_ Negotiation now ſubſiſting, the 
. WHOLE of which, by the Conven- 


tion, Article the 1ſt, is to be con- 


ducted and regulated according to 


the Treaties - of 1667, 1670, and 


ſubſequent Treaties of a ſimilar Ten- 


dency ; as to the Particular under 


Con- 


(189 


Conſideration, © No Eugliſb Miniſter 
<« can give up this Treaty, no Eng- 
c [iſh Miniſter dare give up this Trea- 
“ ty. No Secretary of State dare 
« {ign an Article to give it up, no 
« Lord Chancellor dare put the Great 
« Seal to it. The Reſolutions of 
both Houſes of Parliament, and the 
Voice of the whole Nation, have aſ- 
ſerted our Rights under this Treaty. 


G 


Such is the State of the Affair now 
depending between the two Crowns, 
and reduced to this ſhort, but im- 
portant Queſtion, which it 1s to be 
hoped may now at laſt be put, with 
ſome Degree of Skill and Reſolution, 
to the Spaniſh Miniſter, vis. Will 
the King your Maſter, or will he not, 


allow the Subjects of Great Britain 


the Rights and Privileges they are 
plainly intitled to by the Treaty 
1670; ſo plainly, that no other 
Words can be more expreſs, and new 
Explications may give Scope to evade 

#2 their 


() 


cheir Force? This great Point 18 now 
in A gitation. 
And is this a JunQure to ſurniſh 
an Adminiſtration with Excuſes, or 
lay them, it may be, under a Neceſ- 
ſity of concluding 4 difidvantagedis 
Feace or accepting an evaſive Anſwer, g 
becauſe it is render'd impracticable Ws 
go into a neceſſary War? It will prove. 

lender Recompence to an injur'd 

People, aſterwards to puniſh what it 
a AY much more wiſe and be- 
neficial to prevent. 


The Merchants in particular muſt 
very ſenſibly feel the unhappy Effects 
of this unſeaſonable Deſertion of their 
Cauſe, by raiſing, unneceſſarily, new 

iſpntes] and furniſhing thoſe, who 
are now bound to procure the Secu- 
rity of Trade, with-an Excuſe for 
noc 012 real Service to the trading 

| Intereſt. If as you, Sir, well know 
it has been urged in favonr of the 


ate 
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late Convention, that it was the beſt 
that could he obtained, conſide ing 
our Circumſtances; when theſe U 
cumſtances are really | made worle by. an 
intemperate Diſeaſe, voluntarily raiſed 
in our own Bowels ;. what can be ex- 
pected but repeated Inzuries, or a diſ- 
advantageous Peate abroad, while the 
Government is moſt unſeaſonably em- 
ploy'd to ſettle and eſtabliſh itſelf at- 
home? Such inteſtine Diſorders, ſuch 
an Attack upon the Conſtitution, while 
it muſt weaken the Hands, and en- 
1 groſs the Attention of an Adminiſ- 
tration, is furniſhing too good an 
Apology for any future Management, 
that may prove diſadvantageous to 
the trading Intereſt. Tis too obvious, 
that in ſuch Circumſtances, War 010 
be engaged in with leſs Vigour and 
Efficacy, Depredations continued, or 
a Treaty concluded upon Terms a 6, 
advantageous to the Britiſh Mer- 
chants. The Reſolutions of Parlia- 
ment are lorrned with a Firmneſs weill 


becom: it 8 
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becoming the important Subject; if 
theſe Reſolutions are duely enforced; | 
and the Liberty of Navigation in the 
American Seas, ſo juſtly aſſerted, ſnall 
be as reſolutely | maintained, Com 
merce to America will be ſettled 
upon a proper Baſis, and the mer- 

cantile Part of the Kingdom, who 
deſerve ſo well of their Country, will 
have great Satisfaction (I mean ) for 
the Time to come. 


But if the Diſpute with Shain is to 
be negotiated in a Diſpute among 
ourſelves; and inſtead of procuring 
Safety to our foreign Trade, we are 
to be raſhly hurried into the unne- 
ceſlary Buſineſs of ſupporting the very 
Eſſeace of our own Conſtitution ; I ſin- 
cerely pity the deluded injur d Mer- 
chant. He will have juſt Reaſon to com- 
plain, that when a few Weeks muſt de- 
termine whether the Crown of Spain 
will or will not pay the ſtipulated 
Reparation, and give full Satisfaction 
in 
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im all other Articles of Complaint, 
the mercantile Intereſt is deſerted ; 
and a Queſtion of utmoſt Importance 
to the Trade and Honour of Great- 
Britain, unſeaſonably exchanged for 
A Diſpute concerning Atten in a 
certain Aſſembly, where perhaps the 
Attendance of a few Days only might 


have obtained ſo ſmall a Number 
as fifteen, and changed the Majo- 
rity. 


For my own part, I can by no 


|. means approve an illegal Meaſure, 


that can at beſt only procure an 5 Wh 
eaſineſs hurtful to my Country; which 
as it only tends to create Diſtreſs at 
home, may greatly embarraſs Affairs 
W e! and give, perhaps, an in- 
WET TH Wound to the Vitals of a 
trading Nation, 


1 ſpeak with Freedom, the Caſe re- 
quires it. I ſhould be aſham d to ap- 
pear in 1o bad a Cauſe: My Oppoſi- 


tion 
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tion has been founded upon nobler 
Maxims. So ſlender is the Confidence 
bs place in Miniſters, that I ſhould be 
ary to find them, upon any Occa- 
ſion, without Inſpection and neceſſary 
Oppoſition. It would be paying too 
«high a Compliment to any now in 
being, ever to put it in their: Power 
to tranſact national Buſineſs almoſt 
without Controul. Should they tri- 
umph i in the preſent Caſe, and ſhould 
a Victory be obtained over the De- 
Aerters, it is, in my humble Opinion, 


giving too great Scope, and entruſt- 


ing too much Power in Hands, that I 
always behold with ſuſpicious Cau- 
tion. Cloſe Inſpection and diligent 
Attention may awaken their Care, 


- while implicit Confidence, or, > 


amounts to the ſame, a total Neglect 
may give both Opportunity and En- 
couragement to ſeveral Meaſures, that 
il not bear a Scrutiny and Op ppoſition, 
and perhaps would not be attermpeed 
in different Circumſtances. I hope 


this | 


I. 
this will not mou the Caſe, and in- 
tirely depend upon the Honour and 


Probity of ſome Gentlemen, who 


ſtill continue regularly diſcharging 
their Duty to their Country : The 
worſe Opinion any Gentleman enter- 
tains of certain other Perſons, the 
more imprudent and dangerons it 
muſt be to ſet them free from all 
Controul. Tho' every Meaſure cannot 
be over- ruled, ſome may be corrected, 
and the very Preſence of a Minority, 


where fifteen turn the Scale, carries 


with it both Terror and Taftins 
tion. 


It will, I know, be alledged that 


there may ſtill remain a Party of Ob- 


ſervation, and a bad Law cannot be 
paſt in one Day — True; but a very 


bad Vote may be paſt 12 one Hour; 


and ſome ſingle Votes may be at- 
tended with fatal Conſequence to the 


Trade and Honour of Britain: Any 


ſubſequent Cenſure or Puniſhment, if 
E chat 


( 
that ſhould be intlited, would prove 
as poor a Satisfaction to the injured. 
Merchants, as he ever received from any 
Spaniſh Governour. May Ruin and 
Diſappointment conſtantly attend e- 
very Scheme that is built upon pro- 


curing, encouraging, or ſuffering Miſ- 
chief to Great-Britain ] 


In the preſent Circnmſtances of 
Affairs, what would Spain delire ? 
And what would the Britiſb Merchant 
hope for? To gratify Spain, there 
ſhould ariſe ſtrong Diviſions among 
ourſelves, ſuch Domeſtick Embarraff: 
ments and Clogs upon Publick Mea- 
ſures, as muſt leſſen their Operation 
in making Peace or waging War; 
that the preſent Diſpute, which has 
hitherto only been, to what Degree 
our juſt Reſentment ſhould be ex- 
preſſed againſt Spain, might now be 
exchanged for a Controverſy, how we 
ſhould exert our Reſentment againſt 
one another: In one word, that the 


doubtful 
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doubtful Situation of our Affairs at 
home ſhould render us leſs able to 
act with Vigour abroad. 


While the Engliſh Merchant muſt 
wiſh, that every Hand and every 
Voice may join in ſupporting the 
Rights and Poſſeſſions of Britiſb Sub- 
Jes ; and that now as a few Weeks 
muſt determine the Sincerity of the 
Inclinations of the Court of Spain, 
no unneceſſary Matter of Debate might 
furniſh an Excuſe for withdrawing the 
Publick Attention from a Point fo 
eſſential to the Publick Good; and 
that if at the End of this ſhort Pe- 
riod, Spain ſhould appear to trifle 
with the Clemency and Forbearance. 
(not to ſay Tameneſs) of Great-Bri- 
tain, and more vigorous Meaſures | 
ſhould become requiſite, and requiſite 
and neceſſary they muſt be, if the 
Freedom of our Navigation is not re- 
cogniz d and ſecur'd; in this Caſe 
the Britiſp Merchant muſt wiſh, that 


n 


5 io Evaſions, no real Dichtes ni mi 1850 
retard or obſtruct the jaſt Reſentments 
of an injur'd Peop le; but that every 
individual Voice in \ the Briziſh Senate, 
withanUnanimity and Reſolution well- f 
becoming the important Occafion, . 
3 52 Join. the Voice of the People, 
J ery aloud -——-- Juſtice to our 
ee Gon N ms Arms of 
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Your very. Band Ser vant, 


